Mosquitoes - Prevention & Control

WHAT CAN THE PUBLIC DO TO PREVENT & CONTROL MOSQUITOES?
All mosquitoes require standing water (at a minimum of 1/4 inches deep) for the first three stages of development.  Consequently, the elimination of any vessel capable of holding water for extended periods of time is essential.

· Check your property for breeding sites.  
· Clean out leaves and debris from clogged gutters.

· Do not allow tires to accumulate outside.

· Flush out birdbaths once a week.  Empty or turn over wading pools when not in use.

· Dispose of containers, trays, that can hold water.

· Cover or store canoes and boats upside down.

· Maintain backyard swimming pools and spas to discourage the development of mosquitoes.  If not going to use the pool, then place a cover over the pool and pitch it in the middle so the cover will not collect leaves and rain water.

· Aerate ornamental ponds and water gardens.  Contact the Vector Control and Environmental Services Division for mosquito-eating fish to place in the ponds.

· Limit time spent outdoors during peak mosquito biting times.

· Wear loose, light-colored, long sleeves and pants.

· Use a repellant that contains DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus or IR3535.  Repellants can be used on children, 2 months and older, but check the label before applying.

· Mix 2 tablespoons of malathion with a gallon of water.  Spray this under bushes and high weeds.  The mixture will kill adult mosquitoes resting on leaves and branches.  There are also other barrier sprays that can be used.

· Purchase a hand-fogger to use when working outside or having a backyard party.

[image: image1]
